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The Heicon Flyer is an outgrowth of the organizing of a charter flight
to Europe. Since some sort of news will be going out to people interested
in flying together to Heicon, I decided to include (for the same postage)
information on .on how to travel in Europe. This serves the purpose of -
convincing people that you can indeed travel in Europe without joining a tour,
and gets more people signed up for the charter flight.

Currently, plans call for 10 issues - one a month - up to the charter
flights departure. It will try to contain varied kinds of information on
Europe and traveling there abouts. This assumes people will contribute. So
please, anyone who's been to Europe or knows something which might be inter-
esting to others, please send it in. This first issue is kind of sparse; I
hope future issues carry more varied material. In addition, let me know
what you're interested in and I'll try and get some information on it.

Subscriptions accepted for the issues published up to the charter
leaving. Late subscriptions will get back issues as available plus all
future issues. To keep expenses of the actual charter down, subs are
$1.00 or the usual. This is solely to cover postage. The cost of publishing
and mailing this is not an expense associated with the charter fiight. It
will not be included in the price of your ticket.

Editor:
Don & Grace Lundry
RD 1 - 01d York Estate
Hightstown, N.J., 08520

Typing - Marsha Brown

Chief Goad:
Charles & Marsha Brown
2078 Anthony Avenue
Bronx, N.Y., 10457

Mimeography - Elliot Shorter
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HEICON CHARTER NTWS

Oresnizing for the Heicon charter flirsht wrs started ~t the St,
Louiscon by distributing = questionnaire loock ng for some nrefer-
ences on departure points, lencth of stey, etc. At the con I got
together with Tradewinds Trevel Bureau in the person of Dr. Allen
E. Nourse snd we agre=d on how to hsndle the entire operstion. In
order to keep costs low, the solicitation, advertisine snd organ-
izing of the fans will be done by fans throush fan publications.
Tradewinds will make arrangements with the sirlines and hrndle
individual tour requests people mry wish to maeke. This has the
advantage of having a recognized trevel .apency, with all the"eleut
it has, deeling with the sirlines. Hopefully, this means we are
less likely to be screwed by the airlines. The advantage to
Tradewinds is thet they get their nerme before the fens and any
arrancements for tours or accomadations by fens will (hopefully)
be made throush them. A travel bureau gets its percentage Pt Sine
tour operator or the hotel so you nfy no more by szoine throurh
Tradewinds. So we have » good warking relationship where each
knows what to exrect from the other. A greet desl of time was
spent at St. Louiscon settling the details for this working arrange-
ment and I fes=l it should be beneficial to all.

Since then letters have been flying back rnd forth to set up the
details. As a result, we have two charter groups being formed. ' One,
leavine from the west coast, Dr. Nourse christisned "Heicon Charter
West"., Arrangements for this will be hendled ~irectly by Allan E.
Nourse and he will coordinate with me. The other is "Heicon
Charter East? for which I am solicitine reservetions. The reason
for this split-up is geopraphical. He 1lives in Washineton (stete)
and I live in New Jersey. Reservations for either charter may be
sent to either person, but it slows down matters slichtly.

The arrangements for the charter as they now stand are:

Depart - New York City, Xennedy Internstional Airport,

BREES Ty 1770 . )

Aprive - Frankfurt am Mein, 7 hours and 2 meals le=ter

Return - Auesust 30, 1970, Hew York City
In order to travel on the cherter, you must be = member of HEICON
so please include your membership nunber with the deposit. At the
present moment we sre asking only for a $50 deposit (per person)
which is completely refundable if, for some reason, the charter does
not so throush. The balance of the money 1s due in two payments:
$100 on or before April 1 »nd the remoinder (about. $10-50) by Tune
15. The exect cost depends on how many people zo. Based on the
number of people already contacted, T estimate o cost of $190-200.
To facilitate matters, include (as a minimum) the followine info-
1) Nsme and address, 2) Fest cosst or west coast, 3) Heicon member
number, L) St. Louiggon m: mber number, and 5) Check for %50.
Send allbhis on.t e her mysclf or Allen Hourse ders ndineg on
whether you're int-restcd in Heicon Chrorter East or Charter West.

Heicon Charter East Hecicon Charter West
Doncld  Lundry Allan Nourse

CRD 1 - 01ld York Fstates Tradewin”s Trovel Bureau
Hightstown, ¥.J., 08520 Fall C:tv, Weshinoton
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WHY A CHARTER FLIGHT?

A lot of people might be wondering whett's the point of a
¢charter flight when the sirlines 1y regul=rly to Europes. The
resson is simply COST! The regulnr flights sre basaed on the
assumption that only about SO% of the plane will be full at a
time. So to kesp the flight profitable, the price is roughly
twice what it would be if the airlines oould be sssured that
¢very flight would be filleds

e boauty oA chmpter Flipht.f& that the 21rlines “renecs
you the plene complete with pilet, stewardii, etc. How you
F1i% 16 S wesifo you provided you follow CAB resul-tions. The
sirline no loneer cares. They've slready covered their expenses
and mede a modest profit by renting the ontire pl-ne. Now the
price per person ﬁcpunds on how meny meople you con get to go
an the flisht.

As #n ex~mple, a eroup of Lation~l Press Club mrmbers
rec:ntly paid 215 e-ch for a Pan Am jct thet flew them from
Washington D.C. to Rome and picked them up 30 days lrter at
Geneva for the return trip. e sre currently proiecting a
cost of %190-200 for the charter from New York to Frankfurt,
Thtls coqtrasts with the followineg individurl fares from Wew
York to Europs:

Regular fare, Fiprst class . . . . . .3 834.
High secason, tourist class . . . . . 59k,
Low: season,; bourist clags . « » 4« 50L.
High season, Icelrndic Air . . . . . 122,70
Low season, " & i SR 352.70

If you choose you can &lso ret Qnec1a1 excursion fares, with
the rroviso that you do not stecy over 21 drys, nor under
1. Theyvy are further complic-ted by the extrs fce cherged
if you wish to arrive or depert weekends. If we assume thot
you wish to start Fridey {or Saturdry) richt after work »nd
return Sun‘ey, then the followine frres aprly:

High sesson, tourist only . . . . . Lg O

Low scason, tourist onlw s mE 1L20.
If you'll settle for derarting an” errivine on weekdavs, vou
cen knock 60 off those fioures.

The above ficures sre hold-over values from -this-summer
when feres were somewhet standardized. Since then, there hes
been some vicious frre-cutting on the lorth Aftlentic route.

An rgreement setting fares for travel over the Jorth Atldntic,
pastcd torether by 22 airlines from slmost ss many countrirs,

has comc unstuck. Renrcsentatives of the intern-tionel “1r11nes
belong to the Internstional Air Transrort Assoclation {IATHA ) 5
nominally a trade association, but in reality the fare setting
agency for most meior scheduled internstionel eirlincs. At the
current time; the TATA Is-Aiscussing new -rpates in.Switzerl- nd,

In order to nressure them into dropring frres somewhat, Alitalir
jumped the eun and announced 299. round trir cosch fore for
individual trevel from Hew York to Rome durine the off-season
period of Wov. 1 throuch March 31. The only condition is that
the return trip merv not becin until 22 days after depesrture.
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Since then, Pan Americrn World Alrwrys (Pen-Am), Treons-
World Airwsys (THA), »nd Air-Indis have announced their inten-
tions of mrtching Alitalie fares. So far, Tufthanss, ths West
Germrn airline, has snnounced it will charge 280 for round
trip travel bhetwecn Hew York City end the Jest fermany cities
it serves. Swissair h-s cnnounced a ..280 f-re for tr-vel
between New York City and both Switzerland and Jest Germany.
For our purposcs, these fares and all the ottendent . rdvertising
arc deccptive since they apply only to the low sseson during
the wintor months. Whrt the hiegh scason summer fores will
bec, is still being negotiated by TATA representrtives. The
only thine thet is reasonable positive is that no matter what
the finsl rate structure is, a cherter will still be cheaper.

Farc bargains sre also available nt r~tcs between the
charter rrtes ond the individusl rates. Thers is a group-
jnelusive tour (called GITS) which allows »t least 15 ncrsons
to sign up for » eiven group tour wherc each must buy at leest
+70. worth of sround-trsvel arrancemcnts in advencs. Peak
scason faros undcr this plen ere currently , for fow York City
to London (rouns trin) ,280; Amstcrdam, Paris or Rrusscls »300.
A new animel, the contrnct-bulk-inclusiva tour (CBIT) is sched-
uled for introduction NVovember 1. Jith the prcsent rate eutting,
it is questionsble whethsor this will still be svailsble for
next summe Plons are for COBIT farcs to be about 230 for a
round trip betweon New York -nd London. How ver, this »nlan
recquires you to prepey at least ,100 in errund arranege "7 nts.
Presumerbly these arc the more exrocnsive hotels in Buronc.
Furthcrmore you wust, as on tho GIT, Aepsrt »nd rcturn tosether
on srccrfied flichts.

From sll this, you csn ss=u the chorter is, by far, the most
convenient and cconomical arrangewment. We set the tmes we
travel and we hove the plane to ourselves. o crotchaty old
maids wringing their hands over the ‘'younssr genesration'! or
any wisecraclks about beords. No narks, hotel dicks, rent-a-
fuzz or crude dcsk clecks. Tust fans. That's the rcal reason
twhy a charter-—fiight™.
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Y THOSE PEOPLE WHO HAVE ALREADY S4NT Ik THE DEPOSTT : 4

¥
i The chocks hrve been held and not cashed pen“ing ¥
vapproval by the CAB of the Hcicon members ip as &
Ya legitimate affinlty eroup elirible for charter

*rotes. Now thet the apnrovel has bevn orented, i
kY o ~ o

*the chec-s will be cashed ond pleccd 1n a special o
§acaount for the charter fliasht. _ -
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"Pan American World Airways, giant of the international skies, has
eollided with what it alleges is an illegitimate operation -- in-
volving an organization calling itself the Intermational Order of
0ld Bastards. Solemnly the huge airline has petitioned the Civil
Aeronautics Board under Section 1002(a) of the Federal Aviation
Act, claiming the IO0B is not the sort of bona fide organization
entitled to charter planes for its members and to provide them
witth low-cost tours.
"The IOOB, organized by some fun-loving Australians hust after
World War II, describes itself as strictly nonprofit, with no
dues. no fees and no assesments. Membership is aimed at those
'approaching or past 60 years' and requirements are simple:
Drinking habits must be 'hearty.’ All OBs approaching a fellow
Bastard are enjoined to give a vigorous handelasp and a hearty
slap on the back and shout the greeting -- ‘Hi, you Old Bastard.'
...The I00B claims a card-carrying membership of 238,000, in-
cluding lady members...But Pan Am alleges their association
. doesn't constitute a genuine 'affinity’ group eligible for low-
cost charter rights under the law. -

The preceding was an excerpt of an article which appeared in the Wall
Street Journal last March. It sounds funny, but science-fiction fans are a
lot more loosely organized than that and it might have been us. It is no
secret in the travel industry that this past summer was the worst on record _
for illegal trips (those that failed to meet the strict affinity requirements).
The C.A.B. cancelled a number of departures, but many flights bearing in-
eligible passengers continued to leave.

Fortunately, Tradewinds Travel Bureau has foreseen this problem and
has already cleared our group with the CAB. But you must join Heicon more
than six months before flight departure. In fact, just to cover yourself
(and us) join Heicon first; then sen< in your deposit for the flight. To
join Heicon, send your Deutshe Marcks on to thefollowing place:

Mario  Bosnyak

5272 Niedernhausen

Feldbergstrasse 26A

West Germany
Attending memberships (which are the kind charter flight people are interested
in) are 16 DM up until December 31; after that they will cost 20 DM. Those
who have already bought supporting memberships can change them into attending
memberships by paying an additional 6 DM before December 31. With the reval-
uation of the exchange rate, supporting memberhips will also have to pay
an additional 4 DM or all publications will go by seamail. Currently the
exchange rate is one West German DM for 27-1/2 ¢ .

THE RESULTS OF THE QUESTIONNAIRE...
were heavily weighted towards New York as a place of departure. Since New York is
centrally located on the East Coast, this was not too surprising. The breakdown was:
New York 47%; Boston 12%:; Washington 15%, Montreal 7%, Los Angeles 10%;
Chicago 7%; Others 2%. Some 67% said that they would not object to leaving from
New York. 19% said they would object somewhat.

The departure time was almost unanimous for Friday evening. In view of the
fact that many people may be arriving from Washington, Boston, or elsewhere for this



flight, late Friday was chosen as the time of departure. The exact time awaits =~
signing a final contract. With the current problems of the air traffic controllers,
scheduled departure times are allotted by the CAB in order to spread the load more
evenly so I can't set a definite time yet. Every attempt will be made to assure
that it is after 10:00 PM Friday evening, even if it means leaving Saturday morn-
ing. This is to enable people from outlying areas to arrive in New York with
sufficient time to make the cherter flight.

The poll results on the length of the stay were: 1 week 17%; 2 weeks 28%:
3 weeks 28%; U4 weeks 17%; over 4 weeks 10%;. The people desiring two and three
weeks split evenly. The final decision to pick three weeks was based on several
factors. Most people get two weeks vacaticn, so squeezing another week -dut of
the boss, even without pay, is fairly easy for s Eurocpean trip.  Furthermore, most
European charter trips are for three weeks, so menagement already expect people
going to Europe to requestAth;ee veeks. I would have preferred four weeks myself
since I'm holding one week of this year's vacation cver until next year. Unfortun-
ately for me, the questionnaire did not bear cut my desire for four weeks.

Frankfust am Main (Heidelberg) was the choice of arrival for 58% and the
choice of departurec for 60%. Some 9% didr't care about where they arrived (maybe
Vladivstock?) arnd 18% didn't worry about where they left from. The only place
really considered otker than Frankfurt was London, with 25% wanting to arrive
there and 20% wanting to depart from there. We are currently attempting to set
the flight up to arrive in London and depart from Frankfurt. While it is easy
to set up a flight to arrive and depart from the same spot, the airlines seem to
baulk somewhat at snlitting the arrival and departure points. They also want more
money. If there is an excessive extra charge for this, the idea will be dropped.
For those people worried about ge tting from London to Heidelberg or the reverse,
each charter newsletter will contain information about trave’lng in Europe so that
those who have never beeu there will feel more confident.

The first time I traveled to Europe, I went over col- turkey -- no frlends
to meet me, nc tour, just a plane ticket. It scares hell out of you before you
leave, thinking about &ll the problems that can arise because you don't speak the
language but the worries never seem to materialize. To an S.F. fan who is used to
dropping into a strange country every time he staris ‘reading a new story there
should be no problom XL :

So the recults of the questionnaire were to leave from New York for three
weeks, but which three weeks? Well, cbviously the three weeks should include. Hei-
con which is scheduled fecr August 20-22. And a lot of fans teach so they must be
back by Labor Day. Sc the solutic: was to put Heicon on the last week of the
three and return the weekend before Labor Diy, thus aveoiding the air traffic tie-up
which occurs on Labor [ay. Thus the dates of August 1.— 30

Donald Lundry
RD 1 - 01d Yorke Estates
Hightstown, N.J. 08520
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