
THE 
HE/ CON 

L- I i- I 
I _i .- 

\ / 
l ; \ / ,/ 
'I 
I 

OCTOBER 1969 NUMBER 1 

The Heicon Flyer is an outgrowth of the organizing of a charter flight 
to Europe. Since some sort of news will be going out to people interested 
in flying together to He icon, I decided to include ( for the same postage) 
information on .on how to travel in Europe. This serves the purpose of· 
convincing people that you can indeed travel in Europe without joining a tour, 
and gets more people signed up for \he charter flight. 

Currently, plans call for 10 issues - one a month - up to the charter 
flights departure. It will try to contain varied kinds of information on 
Europe and traveling there abouts. This assumes people will contribute. So 
please, anyone who's been to Europe or knows something which might be inter­ 
esting to others, please send it in. This first issue is kind of sparse; I 
hope future issues carry more varied material. In addition, let me know 
what you're interested in and I'll try and get some information on it. 

Subscriptions accepted for the issues published up to the charter 
leaving. Late subscriptions will get back issues as available plus all 
future issues. To keep expenses of the actual charter down, subs are 
$1.00 or the usual. This is solely to cover postage. The cost of publishing 
and mailing this is not an expense associated with the cha.~terflight. It 
will not be included in the price of your tick~ -- 

Editor: 
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REI CON GH.:\HTER NT<.,\fS 

Or'!Pnizing for the Heicon charter flin:ht w::--s st.a:r'ted rt the St, 
Louiscon by dist:r'ibuting 8 questionnaire look,ng for some nrefer­ 
ences on departure points, length of stPy, etc. At the con I ~ot 
together with Tradewin0s TrPvel Bureau in the person of Dr. Allen 
E. Nourse and we agreed on how to h2ndle the entire operPtion. In 
order to keep costs low, the solicitation, advertising Bnd organ­ 
izing of the fans wil 1 be done by fans t.hr-ouzh fan publications. 
Tradewinds will make arrangements with the Airlines And h::--ndle 
individual tour requests people m0y wish to make. This has the 
advantage of having a recognized t~evel.agency, with all the clout 
it has, aeeling with the Airlines. Hopefully, this means we Are 
-Le s s likely -t o be screwed b-y the- .a.irl-i-Aes .. -1'-he_ a.d.vantage_t.D_ 
Tradewinds is thPt they get their nPme before the f2ns and any 
arran~e-ments for tours or accomadat-ions0by fens will (hopefully) 
be made throu~h them. A travel bureau gets its percentage off the 
tour operator or the hotel so y0u nr:y no more by goini:r throuP-h 
Tradewinds. So we h s v e P good war king relationship where e.och 
knows what to ex,ect from the other. A grert dePl of time was 
spent at St. LouiscoQ settling the details for this working arrange­ 
ment And I f'e e L it should be beneficial to 211. 

Since then letters h av e be.e n flying back r nd forth to set up the 
details. As a result, we have two pharter f!roups bei.ng formed. Orie, 
Leav Lnz from the west coast, Dr •. Nourse c h r-Ls t Ls ne d "He i c on Charter 
West11• Arrangements for t.h i s . will be h sndI ed r"'irectly by Allan E. 
Nourse and he will coordinate with me. The other is 11Heicon 
Charter Eas t " for which I am s o Ll c i t.Lnz r-e s e r-vs t i.on s . The reason 
for this split-up is geor.:raphical. He lives in UashinP-ton (st;:-te) 
and I live tn New Jersey. Reservations for either charter m8y be 
sent to either person, but it slbws ~own mntters sliahtly. 

The arrangem~nts for the charter as they now stand ~re: 
Depart - New York City, Kennedy Intern~tional Airport, 

August 7, 1970 . 
Arrive - Frankfurt am M2in, 7 hours and 2 meals loter 

_Ret1J.ro. - AuR",ust JO, 1970, New York City 
In order to travel on the chprter, you must be ?"" :n'i£l•ItYer--uf HB±G-ON- ----~-= 
so please include your membership nu.nbc r- with the deposit. At the 
present·moment we Pre asking only for a qii_50 deposit (per person) 
which is completely refundable if, for some re;:ison, the charter does 
not r-ro throur:h. The balance of the money is due _in_twopByments: 
1100 on or before April 1 ~nd the remDinder (About ~4o-;o) by Tune 
15. The exPct cost depends on how many people qo, Based1 on the 
number of people alresdy contacted, I estimRte 8 cost of :Wl90-200. 
To I'ac l l l ta te matters, include ( as a minimum) the fol lowin!:! info- 
1) Nrme arv' address, 2) Rrst c oc s t or west coast, 3) Heic_on member 
number, 4) St. Lou~·sco. m mbe r- nu-nbe r , ."'nil S) Chc clr f or :;So. 

3 5: - • Sena all this on t 1. her myself or Allen 0ourse deD•nd1n~ on 
whether you're int,- restod in He icon Chr r-t.e r- East or Charter West. 

Heicon Chart~)r Ea s t He i c ori Charter Ffest 
Do nr Ld Lundry Allan Nourse 
RD l - Old York '7st2tos Tr<1dowinr1s Trnvel Bureau 
Hip.;htstown, N . .T., o8CS20 Fall C,tv, Wrshino:ton 

~ J.s-o - 7;;_/g-/4 r 
IJ ~- /.2,'L '• /&1 • .,. 
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WHY A CHARTER FLIGHT? 

A lot of people might be wondering whPt1s the point of a 
chsrtor flir-;ht when the :-,irlines fly regul"rly to Europe. The 
r-o as ori is simply COST! The r-o zu Lr r- flights a r-e b s s e d on the 
assumption that only about SO% of the plane will be full at a 
time. So to ke6p the flif'.;ht profitable, th2 price is roughly 
twice what it would be if tho airlines could be 8Ssured that 
Gvery flight woulrl. be filled. 

The beauty of ri ch ar-t.er- flight is th:ct t.he "irlines rents 
you the pl2ne complete with pilot., stcwardii, etc. How you 
fill it is unto you provided you follow CAB re~ulDtions. The 
eirline no longer cares. They've ~lready covered their expenses 
and m0de a modest profit by renting the nntire plrne. Now the 
price uer person ~spends on how mPny neople you cPn get to go 
on the flifl"ht. · 

As rn exnmple, a P:roup of Fation!'.11 Press Club mrmbers 
r-c c errt Lv paid :;~215 e r ch for a Pan Am ict thPt flew them from 
Washington D.C. to Rome and picked them up 30 d~ys l~ter Rt 
Geneva for the. return trip. :•/e Pre currently pr-o t e c t i ns; a 
cost of :;1,190-200 for tho charter from Naw York to Fr-a nkf'u r t . 
This contrasts with the followinp; Lrid l v Lduv L fares f'rom New 
York to Europe: · 

Rop.;ular fare, First cl0ss $ 834. 
High season, tourist class. . • . . S94, 
L01:V season, tourist class . • . . . S04. 
High S08Son, Icelrndic Air . . . . . 422.70 
L - II ,; ii 3c2 70 ow season, . . . . 7 • 

If you choose you c ::in a Ls o r,ot special exc ur-s i on fares, with 
the Proviso that you do not stry over 21 drys, nor un0er 
14. They are further c omplic r ted by the o xt r-r fc E" chr r-z e d 
if you wish to arrive or dorirrt weekends. If w: assume th0t 
you wish to start Friday (or Saturd?y) ri~ht after work 0nd 
return Sun~ry, then the followin~ f~res aprly: 

High sePson, tourist only ..... 
Low season, tourist onl7 

If you'll settle for rlcrnrtinR an~ 8rrivinr 
C!l'D knock :,1,60 off those fic;rurcs. 

470. 
420, 

on wae~davs, vou 

The. a bov e fiP-11res ar-o hold;..ovor values from -t.h is .su:::nf"ler 
when fp res wore s omcwhr t s t.a nda rdized. Si nc e then, t½~ re h0 s 
been s ome vicious f'r-r-e= cu t t.Lnz on the North 1\tlPntic rnute. 
An rgreEment s e t t i nz fares for travel over t.rie lJorth Atlantic, 
pasted t.o=e t.b e r- by 22 airlines from ,:,lmost, PS m= nv coun t r-Lr s , 
has come unstuck. Renrosentativcs of' the Ln t.e r-n-vt Lo ne L ..,irlines 
bclon~ to the InternPtionrl Air Trnnsnort A~sociation (IATA), 
nominally a trade association, but in re9litv the f:=:ire setting 
agency for most mrior scheduled internntionPl Pirlinr·s. At the 
current time/ the TATA ts (:'liscussinp: m,,w -r.ntBS. in .SwitzE:rl::-nd. 
In order to r.r-e e s ur-o thom into d r-o pr-Lng I'r r-o s somewhat, Alitalir 
iumped the V-Un and announced ::,,299. round t r i r c o s ch f'rr-e for 
indi v i dua I t r-o ve I from ifow York to fiome du r i nc the off-se:=ison 
period of Nov. 1 throua:h March 31. Th0 only condition is that 
the return trip m,nv not begin until 22 days after dopsrture. 
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Since then, Pan Americrn World Airw~ys (Pnn-Am), TrPnS­ 
\iforld Airw::,ys ( T\JJ\), ;,nd Air-Indie have a nnou nce d their inten­ 
tions of mr t ch i.nrz Ali t a L'i 2 fares. So far, I u,fthans;:·, the •,ie st 
Ge r-mr n airline, has armou nc ed it wi 11 ch ar-c;e 280 .for .r-ou.nd 
trip travel hetwoon Now York City arid the .JG st '."i-ermany ci tJ. os 
it s er-vc s . Swiss air h o s c nncu nc ed a ,.-280 frrc for .t r-: vol 
between Now York City and both Swi t.z o r-La nd and ,,fost .Ge,:·m::-,ny. 
For our purposss, thes0 fares and all the Pttondcnt.,.,dvertising 
aro docaptivc since they apply only to the low Sd2son during 
the winter months. \/hrt tho high season summe r fores will 
be, is still being ne~otiated b~ IATA rcprescntrtives. Tho 
only thing th;:,t is rePsonablc positive is thnt no matter what 
the f'Lria.L na.t e. ~true_turo is, a chortor wil1 still b0 ch e apc r . - - -::.......----- -__ - -- 

Fare bargains ar-e also av a i Lab l.e nt r:~tcs between tho 
charter r-r t o s Pnd the Lnd i v l du a L r-a t e s , 'I'h c r-e is a r-:roup- 
Lnc Lu s i v e tour (called GITS) which allows :>t least lS persons 
to si17.n up for r:- o:ivc,n ~roup tour wh o r-e each must buy at lc?st 
·:~70. worth of o r-ound= t.r-r-v o L arranR:emcnts in advr nc e . Peak 
season faros under this plrn arc currently , for d0w York City 
to London (r-oun-i t r-I r.) _,,280; Amsterdam, P2r5.s or Brussels ,1,300. 
A now animFl, the contrnct-bulk-inclusiv0 tour (CBIT) is s~hed- 
u l e d for introduction Novem1)br 1. di th the p r-o s e n t rot:e cutting, 
it is quostion{C">blo whoth-r thjs will still b0 ;:,vail.ablf for 
next surnme i- Pl;:,ns a r-e for CBIT fares to be about _.,230 for a 
round trip between New York "nd London. How·vcr, this ulan 
requires you to -prepPY at le8.st ,,100 in o-r,~und a r-r-anz e ,, nts. 
Presumerbly these ?re the more ex~onsive hotels in Suropc. 
Furthermore. you rous t , as on the GI'l', r"ep8rt ."'nd return t.o c e t.h cr­ 
on snoc,fied fli~hts. 

From All this, you c2n s~~ th~ chrrtor is, bv far, the most 
c o nv e n i.e nb and oconomic ;J 1 arrangement. i;Jc set th0 t, mes we 
travel and we hs.ve tho plane to ou r-s e Lve s . No crotchety old 
maids wr-Lnz i ng their hands over tho 1younr,e;r ~en::r8tion' or 
any wisecracks about. b er r-ds . No no r-k s , hotel d:1 ck s , rent-a- ·, 
fuzz or crude desk c Lei-k s . Tust fans. Tho..t 1s the real reason 
1why a chart0r flivht'. 

\." .... '\-:.•. ,.\Y_' .. '\\~•'\l~•W ...-.W,.<\•"",A\Y,.~1,,v .. "='.:_ .... <,:.+ .... ~,., ....... ,..t•.;,: .. w:,::.~" ·• \~ ...... ,::.•· • ._ .._ ... M•~1, .... .., • .,-.,. .... ,. ~.,;. - ........ ·• • • ._ .. ·.~".. • · .. -.-:.• ·• -;•. • ~ .... _.. ·.~ .... • · • .._ ..... ,.-:,1,1t • • .._ .. ·•••""' .• r,,\•"".\:i.•·.,._., ~ '{"\' . 
~ H 
·1· THOSE PEOPLE ~JHO HAVE ALHEADY s ~rn IN THE DEPOSIT: ;t 
a ~ 
~Tho chocks h~vc been held and not cashed pen~in~ ~ 
~~ap-r,rovo.l by the CAB of the Re;icon membe r-svLp as ,;:, . h .11 :!;:a legitimate affinity group eliP-ible for c :::i.rter ~~' 
1~ r-r t c s . Now thrt tllo 2_p-.rov0l has bo o n or-r rrt e d , -~ 
~; the choc7'S will be cashed end p Lec o o :t n D e ne c i a L ·:': 
1 account for tho charter fli.rrht. ·1~. 

. ~-:\-.•: .. • .. -::~::.:.: ~ .. ,,-; : .. ·::,,.;,: ~;..- _:..:.-:...:.:: .-::~_:; :-- ... "'-..:: ~..:....-::..:..·.:. .... : :.,:; :.:..,t:-·: -;.:..· ~.:...- ~.:.· :- .... · :.-·; : .• ·: :,.: .. ·:,,.;; -~:.--:._.·: :~: :"':..:; :.;;.-~~,; ;..;. ~;.:-,. .. _./ ~: 
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"Pan American WorZd Airways~ giant of the internationaZ skies, has 
ool/l-ided .with what it al.leqee is an iUegitimate operation -.., ,in­ 
vo7,ving an organizat1,on caZZing itseZf the International Order of 
OZd Bastards. Solemnly the huge airline has petit1,oned the Civil 
Aeronautics Board under Section l002(a) of the Federal. Aviation 
Act, claiming the IOOB is not the sort of bona fide organ1,zation 
entitled to charter planes for its members and to provide.them 
with low-cost tours. 
··The IOOB, organized by some fun-Zoving Australians hust after 
World War II, describes itself as strictly nonprofit~ with no 
duee . no fees and no aseesment:e, ·Membership is aimed at those 

'approaching or past 60 years' and requirements are simple: 
Drinking hain.t.e must be 'hearty. : AU OBs approachimq a fellow 
Bastard are enjoined to give a vigorous handclasp and a hearty 
slap on the back and shout tne ·greeting -- 1Hi, you Old Bastard. ' 
.•• The IOOB claims a card-carrying membership of 238,000:, in- 

_ cluding lady members ... But Pan Am aUeges their association 
4o.esn't constitute a genuine 'affinity' group eligible for 1,ow­ 
coet: charter rights under the law. · 

The preceding was an excerpt of an article which appeared in the Wall 
Street Journal last March., It sounds funny, but science-fiction fans are a 
lot more loosely organized than that and it might have been us. It is no 
secret in the travel industry that this past summer was the worst on record 
for illegal trips (those that failed to meet the strict affinity requirements). 
The C.A.B. cancelled a number of departures~ but many flights bearing in­ 
eligible passengers continued to leave. 

Fortunately, Tradewinds Travel Bureau has foreseen this problem and 
has already cleared our group with the CAB. But you must join Heicon more 
than six months before flight depar-ture. In fact? just to cover yourself 
(and us) join He icon first; then sen« in your deposit for the flight. To 
join Heicon, send your Deutshe Ma-.cks on .to thefollowing place: 

Mario Bosnyak 
5272 NiedernLausen 
Feldbergstrasse 26A 
West Germany 

Attending memberships (which are the kind charter flight people are interested 
in) are 16 DM up until December 31; after that they will cost 20 DM. Those 
who have already bought supporting memberships can change them into attending 

\ 
memberships by paying an additional 6 DM before December 31. With the reval- 
uation of the exchange rate, supporting memberhips will also have to pay 
an additional 4 DM or all publications will go by seamail. Currently the 
exchange rate is one West German DM for 27-1/2 ¢ . 

THE RESULTS OF THE QUESTIONNAIRE ... 
were·heavily weighted towards New York as a place of departure. Since New York is 
centrally located on the East Coast, this was not too surprising. The breakdown was: 
New York 47%; Boston 12%; Washington 15%; Montreal 7%; Los Angeles 10%; 
Chicago 7%; Others 2%. Some 67% said that they would not object to leaving from 
New York. 19% said they would object somewhat. 

The departure time was almost unanimous for Friday evening. In view of the 
fact that many people ~ay be arriving from Washington, Boston, or elsewhere for this 



flight, late Friday was ch9sen as the time of departure. The exact time awaits·· 
signing a final contract. With the current problems of the air traffic controllers, 
scheduled departure times are allotted by the CAB in ordtr to spread the load more 
evenly so I can't set a definite t Lme yet. Every attempt will be made to assure 
that it is after 10:00 PM Friday evening, even if it means leaving Saturday morn­ 
ing. This is to enable people from outlying areas to arrive in New York with 
sufficient time to make the char-t er- flight. 

The poll results on the length of the stay were: l week 17%; 2 weeks 28%~ 
3 weeks 28%; 4 weeks 17%; over 4 weeks 10%;. The people desiring two and three 
weeks split evenly. The final decision to pick three weeks was based on several 
factors. Most people get two weeks vacaticn, so squeezing another week ·out of 
the boss, even without pay, is fairly easy for a. European trip. ·Furthermore, most 
European char-ter: t1"ips are for- t.hr-ee weeks, so management. a.l re ady expect people 
going to Europe to request .thvee veeks . I would have preferred four weeks myself 
since I'm holding one week of this year's.vacation over until ne.xt year. Unfortun- 

""'aj;ill for me~tlL§: __ OU.§::Stib_ni1.ai,£e= did not bear out my_ desire for four- ~veeks. 
Fr-ankf'urt am Main (H,3idel·bergf was the -choice of-arrival-fox' -58% ~anatfie _,..,... 

choice of departure fol" 60%. Sorue 9% did12' t,. care about where they arri ved (maybe 
Vladivstock?) and 18% didn't worry about where they left fr-om , The only place 
really considered other than Fr-ank fur-c was London, with 25% wanting to arrive 
there and 20% wc::iting to depart from there. We are cur:r?~ntly attempting to set 
the flight up to arrive in London and depart from Frankfurt. Vlhile it is easy 
to set up a flight to arrive and depart from the same spot, the airlines seem to 
baulk somewhat at splitting the arrival and departure points. They also want more 
money. If there is• an excessi"e extra charge for this, the idea will be dropped. 
For those peopld worried about getting from London to Heidelberg or the reverse, 
each charter newsletter will contain information about traveling in Europe so that 
those who have n8ver beeu there will feel more confident. 

The first time I traveled to Europe~ I went.over col- turkey -- no friends 
to meet me, no tour, just a plane ticket. It scares hell out of you before you 
leave, thinking about &ll the problems that can arise because you don't speak the 
language but the worries nevsr S8em to materialize. To an S.F. fan who is used to 
dropping into a s t r-ange couat ry every time he start..~ ·•reading a new. story there 
should be no problem at all, · 

So the result;; of the· que s t i.onna Lr-e were to leave from New York for three. .,. 
weeks, but which three weeks? Well, obviously the three weeks should include Hei-• 
con which is scheduled fer August 20-22. And a lot of fans teach so they mus t ·be 
back by Labor Day. So the s o.Lut Lo.; was to put He icon on the last week of the 
-three a.no r~t·m."'Il the ncekend bB"fcre=-LG!J::jop- D~~ thus-~aveiie±ng t-h-e .ai-P traf£ic tcie_-up. -=---~ 
which occurs on Labor D:i.y. Thus the dates of August J-=-..30. 

- I Ii II/ (;I~, '---- ·' ~ "'""''":=.__0,_. • ' --·~, ~-·. -- ~~..---=- - 
"· 1,, '· ,.,z; - ;;;,.--- :___., ---~ '•~, , ~. ~ -=-~::s~~.AGL---c,. _- -.-,.,,- .. ~ 
\
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